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ADVENT, BIRTHAND BAPTISM new light John and all who would open eagle-wings

were spared for the time of a new coming.

Advent means ‘arrival’ and usually refers to the ,B'rth a;ks for ngtlsm as chopping wood asks
for fire making; one is meant for the other, one ful-

4 Sundays before Christmas and the weeks foIIowl;.” he other! Chri lead Epioh h
ing. This is the time when we feel connected with'" s the other: ristmas leads us to Epiphany, the

the past out of the darkness of which Christ camé estival of the Appearance of the Son .f“’”? Above.
down to our earth. The closer He comes the mor he'm He entered the ready human being it was the
His light can be recognized i.e. old knowledge, mes- egmnmg.of thghfL;lture. _B“t.”f’t ah S%IO fgturef, :e
sages, prophecies tell us about His advent. The imYas tg gmte V\gt . umanlrgy, join t € e?t:_'r!y or hu-
penetrable darkness lightens up and in our world oftan beings. As it was the meaning of His unique

life becomes blue as the dark universe is blue to OLE,ap'Fism, it. s a!so the mea}ning of any Ch'ris'tian Bap-
sight. This is the blue of longing, the blue of intense ism: to unite with the destiny of other Christians who

devotion which we find at the altar during these week&"€ Open to receive and ready to bear the new arrival.

and which at the same time permeates our souls: e‘fﬁs Christs Bap'tlsm thrpugh John W.OUId have been
pectation. |§olated and frqltless WIthOL!'[ pelng almed atand car-
But beneath this devotional expectation there is”ed by humanity, so a C.:hnstl.an Baptlgm W.OUId be
a deep apprehension: what will happen when He at@b;trgct and a shgm acthn vy|thout a living i.e. wor-
rives? Am | ready for the birth? Will | be finished shipping communlty bearing It'.
with my preparations? Do | really know what | have On the taple W'th.the baptism subs'tances (salt-
to prepare for? Anxiety seems to overwhelm us be\_/vater-gsh, Wh'(?h arein themsglves an image of Ad-
cause we feel: birth will make all things different vent-Birth-Baptism, i.e. the solid ground of the past,
life will not be the same anymore. This is also e)’(_the birth from the waters of life and baptism to en-

pressed in our Advent Gospel (Luke 21, 25-36); thdindle a new fire) we have the colors blue and red

coming of the Son of Man, He comes with great Con_vvhich at the Epiphany Altar are pulled together into

fusion and upheavals. But we know, usually a birththat magnificent magenta showing how the recep-

is not just such a quiet and benign affair: it Carriestlveness of the Advent Blue and the outgoing activ-

pain and suffering, also misery and tribulation. Al ity of the Easter Red (this is where the Easter-Resur-

this changes into joy and peacefulness when the chiIEﬁCt'on comes In from the future) yvprk tqgether as

is born the enhancing background of receiving Him (or any
Now a quiet light can burn, the light of life which hum:g being) into oAur' ealrtgly commungy. .

unites heaven and earth: The Divinity be revealed in vent means Arrival, Pregnancy, Expectation,

the Heights, and Peace may be felt among those WH%rophecy. Birth means lighting of the candle in the

live on Earth. We see these words at our Christmagresent; from Night through Dawn into the bright-

altars but also hear the three Gospel Readings at t st’ of Dzy. dBaFXIIIST\: Rege;l)tlon Into Eommlénlty
three services in the first Holy Night, encompassin or future deeds. three belong toget er and we
the whole of the Gospel from the beginning of Mat.celebrate them together as Advent, Christmas and

thew (who connects us with the Advent past) througHEp'phany'
the present of the very birth story according to Luke

to the end of John who gives us a glimpse of the fu-

ture in mentioning the destinies of Peter and John

(“You follow me” and “I wish him to remain until | STUDYING AT OUR SEMINAR
come”). Thus the end of the Christmas Gospel points

to a future in the light. In this light of a new awaken- Growth in The Christian Community takes place
ing (we have “white” at the altar) Peter was to follow on several fronts. The Community grows when new
and with him all who were rock-like; in the same members find their way into its life. It grows as fami-
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lies grow and children are raised in The Christianthe students a chance to practice firsthand the orga-
Community. It grows when members and friendsnizational, leadership and social and practical skills
deepen their relationship to the living Christ. It growsso necessary in the profession, as elsewhere in life.
when the circle of priests is enlarged. Growthinany  Study at the seminary requires fluency in Ger-
of these areas affects the whole. man. (While one may wish for an English-speaking

Enlarging our priests’ circle has become a pressseminary, the fact remains that the liturgies and pri-
ing need in North America (and, indeed, world-wide) mary literature were given in German. The majority
as retirement, iliness and unexpected deaths reducé priests are German speaking, and all international
the number of available priests. priest meetings are conducted in German. Therefore

The Christian Community’s only seminary is knowledge of German is crucial, regardless of where
located in Stuttgart, Germany. Itis housed in a lovelyone comes from.)
five-story building surrounded by a large garden on ~ Most students learn German before coming to
a hillside overlooking the city. The 50 or so studentghe seminary, either at home, or at an intensive lan-
of all ages and nationalities study and live either thereguage school in Germany before starting the semi-
or in one of the other two houses for students andary.
faculty in the neighborhood. Each studenthasasingle The “regular” course of study involves five se-
room. mesters of course work, an internship of varying

Students take part in a number of ongoinglength, depending on the need, and an invitational
courses related to the priesthood: speech formatiotast semester and ordination course. But few stu-
New Testament Greek, eurythmy, music, art. Therelents follow the normal course straight through; the
is weekly work on the Gospels, on the lecture cyclesourse of study may be lengthened or shortened ac-
and books of Rudolf Steiner, and later, on sermonscording to the individual's strengths and needs.

But the central course work is divided into main Of course not everyone who studies at the semi-
lesson blocks of a week in length (sometimes two)nary will be ordained. Some study without ordina-
Thus the content of this course is different everytion as a goal; others decide to pursue another pro-
week. Naturally these main courses cover theologifession. While this doesn't result in large numbers
cal subjects such as Old and New Testament, the Saof priests being ordained (an average of 11 per year
raments, religious instruction, Christology, philoso-in the last seven years), it could be compared with
phy and world religions. But there are also topicsthe number of students in any college or university
one wouldn’t necessarily associate with theologicawho actually complete their first choice of major.
studies, such as geology, botany, projective geom-  But like any truly spiritual endeavor, the semi-
etry, medicine and architecture. Some of these innary is a living organism. Just as a tree produces
clude major field trips. But this is in keeping with many, many seeds, far more than actually germinate,
the task of a modern Christianity, which is to inte-nevertheless those unsprouted seeds are absolutely
grate the outer world with the inner world into a wholenecessary. They form a living web, an invisible sup-
in which God'’s working can be perceived. port for those who eventually do go on to ordination.

But the seminary is not only a place for absorb-Those who choose to go out into the world in other
ing studies and lectures. Much of the day-to-day runprofessions become members and friends of The
ning of the seminary is done by the students; all the&hristian Community who are capable of supporting
practical tasks, from arranging each student’s coursito an intense degree in other areas and in other ways.
schedule, excursions, and field trips, managing stuTime at the seminary is always well spent!
dent health and social functions, publications, build- ~ Currently there are 5 North Americans enrolled
ing repair, and garden maintenance is divided upn the seminary. One is a single man in his middle
among the students. No one is exempt from cleanyears who was raised in The Christian Community.
ing, gardening and dish washing duties. This give\nother is a woman of similar age whose children
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are grown. There is a woman in her thirties, anothein North America at regular intervals. Contact one
in her forties, and a young man in his mid-twenties.of the above for further information.
Yet another American woman is preparing for the
seminary in a language school in Germany. Rev. Cynthia Hindes
A year’s tuition, room, partial board, and man- [ordained, May, 1997]
datory health insurance currently cost approximately
$7,300 per year. Students provide their own evening  As this letter is being penned, a Seminary Re-
and Sunday meals and must cover their other extreat is in progress at our church in Chicago. Four-
penses, such as transportation, clothing, books, traveken participants have gathered from across the con-
etc. It is expected that at least the first year’s extinent to share in a three week program oriented to-
penses will be covered by the student. For, althougivard a deepening into the religious life of The Chris-
a deep inner life is certainly required for the priest-tian Community. While this conference has been
hood, it is equally important that the will of such in- designed to help further the development of our Move-
dividuals be enough at home in the materialism oiment for Religious Renewal in a broad sense, a more
the 20th century to be able to raise funds and managpecific design comes from the hope that by way of
money responsibly. The student will also be expectethis event individuals might be encouraged to con-
to work if necessary during vacations, although it issider preparing themselves to take on the life task of
currently becoming more and more difficult to find serving as priests.
student jobs as the German economy tightens. The Wehope that those who present themselves as
cost of living in Germany is somewhat high. willing to undergo the process of becoming priests
After the first years, tuition assistance funding will have the resources, financially as well as consti-
exists if necessary. There is a general Christian Contutionally, to make it through the stages of prepara-
munity Student Fund (for which students raise moneyion for ordination. And we hope that we will be able
in an annual cabaret), administered in Europe, whicto support them along the way as may be needed. If
is available to promising students. It is expected thayou would like to make a donation to The Christian
if studies do not end in ordination, the student will Community Central Fund for student support to help
repay any tuition assistance received, in order to reds be prepared to offer financial help, you may send
plenish the fund for others. your contribution to the Central Fund, c/o Robert
The North American Central Fund also admin-Patterson, at the address given above.
isters a tuition assistance fund for North American
students at the seminary. The fund welcomes dona- Rev. Robert Patterson
tions from members and friends who are interested Chicago
in supporting or even sponsoring students.
Individuals interested in supporting or attend-

ing the seminary should contact their local priest, 0CHICAGO CHRISTIAN
one of the following: COMMUNITY CHURCH

Rev. Sanford Miller, 3506 Eisenhower Dr., Sacra-CONSECRATION
mento, CA, 95826, (916) 334-7677.
Rev. Gisela Wielki, 309 West 74th St., New York, A significant spiritual and historical event oc-

N.Y, 10023, (212) 362-7204. “curred in Chicago on the weekend of Oct. 11-12,
Rev. Robert Patterson, 5236 N. V|rg|n|a AVe., Chi- 1997. The “new” church was consecrated and the
cago, IL 60625, (773) 334-7677. foundation stone laid. Approximately sixty people

_ _ . attended the two-day festivities, which centered
Orientation courses for the priesthood are helthround three main activities: a Saturday night lec-
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ture by Rev. Erk Ludwig of New York City, the con- many), who wished the church to be a place where
secration ceremony and Act of Consecration of Manguestions can arise and be lived with, where the mem-
and Sunday afternoon celebrations. bers can strengthen the work, and where all can be
Rev. Ludwig’s lecture, “Religious Renewal as a connected to the service.
Demand of Our Time,” provided a very sobering and - Rev. Peter Skaller, who with the help of the youth
soul-searching mood as he led us methodicallyn attendance, made a human floor diagram showing
through humanity’s present spiritual tasks. Mankindeach Christian Community in North America in rela-
is striving to gain a new connection with the spiritualtion to the others geographically. Rev. Robert
world, culminating in co-creation with the divine. Patterson then read the well-wishes of each Chris-
Our participation is of vital importance, and the suntian Community priest to the Chicago community
seed within, given to us by Christ as we traveled tonext to the youth representing that location (these had
wards incarnation, gives us the strength and courageeen written earlier on a document to be buried in-
to transform through the words of the Act of Conse-side the foundation stone).
cration of Man, “Let us worthily fulfill . . .” - Rev. Hartmut Junge brought a bevy of gifts from
The Sunday church consecration was a ceremontphe Detroit community: - recorder music by the Fes-
preceding the Act of Consecration of Man in whichtival Players - new Michaelmas servers’ vestments -
the beings of the four directions were called upon tshredded-tissue collage of Michael and the Dragon -
join in the spiritual world’s blessing of the church. three-tiered German chocolate celebratory cake -
Water, and then incense, were offered by the priesglass vase and plate.
and two servers in coordinated movements to each Rev. Oliver Steinrueck shared greetings sent from
direction in turn. The presence of ten Christian Com+wo distant sister communities: Hannover, Germany,
munity priests lent added solemnity to the occasionand Lima, Peru.
The afternoon festivities were a joyous occasion, - Rev. Robert Patterson laid the foundation stone
beginning with a serpentine, hand-held dance throughnder the altar.
the church. (One special note was a striking paint- Beautiful closing music was played by the Festival
ing of the River Jordan found during church remod-Players.
eling, which hangs behind the altar wall.) I would like to make special mention of the foun-
dation stone container. The pentadodecahedron (12-
Many people contributed with memories and wishessided, each side a pentagon) was handcrafted by
- Rev. Oliver Steinrueck, who described the dedicaGeorge Waylett (1901-1982), an active Christian
tion as the gift of saying “yes” to the spiritual, and Community and anthroposophical member in Chi-
vice versa. In describing the building as a sourdougleago until his death. It was made out of copper, and
starter, he honored the joining of old with new. in the middle of each side was one sign of the Zodiac
- Paul Riesen from the East Troy community, whoin relief. It is a magnificent piece of workmanship
had witnessed the original Oct. 7, 1950 foundationwhich first laid under the altar in the Dearborn house,
stone laying at the Dearborn building, briefly de-and anyone who was fortunate enough to see it was
scribed the earlier proceedings. truly gifted with the sight.
- Rev. Rosemarie Bergmann, whose humorous an-  The church consecration was a rare, unique, and
ecdotes of the early history of the church warmedextraordinary event. I'm sure that those in attendance
the hearts of the listeners. She expressed that althouglill agree that the experience will remain with them
the numbers were small, the contributions of timefor years to come.
and talent were great, making a quality atmosphere.
“They have very few people in Chicago, but they are Kaye Mehre
sturdy,” was one quote. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
- Rev. Andreas Weymann (Oberlenker from Ger-
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ANGELS, ARCHANGELS AND are at work attempting to suppress, repress, and op-
. press the human being. Through focus groups, dis-
THE FUTURE OF AMERICA: cussions and artistic activities, we wrestled with the
a St. John’s Tide Convocation questions of how common citizens can work indi-
vidually, with one another and with the spiritual world
In July of 1776, in a steamy meeting room in to bring forth a new moral impulse.
Philadelphia—as the city bustled along unnoticing ~ The focus of the conference was not on politics,
outside—a small group of individuals labored over abut on angels. In today’s world angels have no place
seemingly insignificant piece of paper. Although thein politics, so the first question was how these con-
world saw them as criminals and rebels, they were t§€pts - angels, archangels and the future of America
fundamentally change the future view of government could be brought together at all. In the course of
and reshape the view of the station of humanity. Afthe conference this juxtaposition made absolute sense,
ter political and economic enslavement of one kindut it required a deeper understanding of what it
or another throughout history, those Founding Faimeans to be an American. As we stand upon the
thers affirmed the nobility and freedom of every hu-threshold of a new millennium, we see an increasing
man being and created a government that would su&enial of the | in the other and an increaSing asser-
port this view. They were gu|ded by the deepesfion of the egotistical lower Self, both |nd|V|dua”y
forces of the universe to an action the implicationsand collectively. Many of us have lost connection
of which even they on|y d|m|y understood. with the spiritual World, and with this dlmmlng of
In July of 1997, in steamy meeting rooms in consciousness comes a dependence and enslavement
Kimberton, small groups of individuals met again tot0 the material Many of us have lost the ability to
revisit the meaning of this nation. When the ideal ofconnect with the world of spirit through thinking and
material freedom is taken for granted in most partde€ling. We have lost the ability to connect with the
of the world, the nation now continues to struggle tompulses streaming from the world of spirit - from
find true Spiritua| freedom. Now, on the eve of athe an98|5 and arChanQE|S. ThrOUgh lack of individual
new mi”ennium, at a crossroads of human deve|0pand collective will we fail to bring healing impulses
ment, as a new archangel overspreads the contineffto earthly reality. A general increase in the collec-
the challenge was to look deeply into the meaning ofive coarseness of soul and ugliness of culture, a gen-
the nation and find ways to bring it to full fruition. €ral forgetting of who we are and where we have been
For human beings are not On|y meant to be free fromgS a nation, hinders clear vision of where we need to
the yoke of tyranny; they are also meant to be spirid0 in the light of what the higher powers are asking
tually free and independent - freedom and indepen©f us if we are to evolve into truly free human be-
dence gained through consciousness. ings. Hence, the urgent need for this convocation of
Freedom and consciousness are gifts of thépiritual resolve.
world of spirit to mankind. What is asked of us in The conference strove for an understanding of
the light of these concepts which serve to call forthdeeper spiritual forces that sparked creation of the
our highest ideals and guide our best actions as indpation and will help guide us as Americans and as
viduals and as members of society’s institutions andndividuals, to our higher selves. It considered the
corporations? inner inspiration and struggles of George Washing-
Ange|S, Archange|s and the Future of America,ton and other founders of the COUntry. And it exam-
a St. John’s Tide convocation, met in Kimberton,ined our responsibility as Americans to continue on
Pennsylvania, July 2-5, for the purpose of thinkingthis spiritual path as a nation. The major questions
and praying as strongly as possible about the confi€xamined were 1. How can spiritual impulses be
mation and the safeguarding of the sanctity and soWrought to government, and 2. What changes need
ereignty of the individual at a time when strong forcesto occur in our corporations and institutions which
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would allow them to recognize the sovereignty andcalled by the Creator to take on an unalienable re-
sanctity of the individual? sponsibility to act out of spiritual consciousness.
At the conclusion of the conference each parHaving called together this nation through individual
ticipant left with new insights and new resolve. Eachand collective will, we now arise in true freedom to
carried away the personal self-imposed task of lisdeepen its purpose. The spirit of the time demands
tening and acting out of freedom and consciousnesthat we burn away the veils of illusions to create not
within the context of his or her own life’'s work. In only a new nation but a new race of people.
the face of questions, conflicts, and struggles we are  We, as individuals, resolve to take up the inter-
facing in this nation today, there arises a sense in mamal task of spiritual awareness and development so
of an inner call, an inner urging for new social forms.that the force of the spirit can be felt from the plains
From where is this call coming, how can we hear itto the mountains to the sheltering heavens of this great
most clearly, and what can we do as individuals tmation. We, as Americans, resolve to bring the fire of
act out of clear consciousness and the gift of spirisacrifice into the management of human affairs, to
tual freedom? Our hope is found not in the currentevitalize our nation so that it might become a burn-
reality, but in the very real and tangible presence oing light for the world.
angels. This presence could be felt at the confer-
ence, and was perhaps the most inspiring part of itAnd for the support of this declaration, with a firm
Angels are waiting to aid us with “unrequited love,” Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we
in the words of a poem by Christian Morgensternmutually pledge to each other our Lives, our For-
translated and read by one of the participants. It isunes, and our sacred Honor.
up to us to turn toward them. To discover and act in
response to this offering is the new task of the people, Kimberton, PA July 4, 1997
for the people, to be carried out by the people.

1997 MICHAELMAS

Jeff Benton and Robert Gunther CONFERENCE

Devon, PA community

The thoughts and feelings representative of a hand-  Fourfold presence of mind, with the four priests
ful of people in one small working group are ex- Who presented, reflected the spirit of the Michael-

pressed as follows: mas conference in New York C|ty t|t|ed, "EXpanding
Life's Boundaries." Friends and members from the
A Declaration of Spiritual Independence eastern seabord congregated over three days - Octo-

ber 24-26 - for prayer, throught, conversation, fel-

When, in the stream of time, a nation finds itselflowship, and art, and the activities were by turns sol-
tyrannized by materialism and demoralized by theemn, enlightening, and relaxed.
separation of spirituality from governance, it must  All the talks advertently alluded to the singular
rise to the call of true freedom. urgency of our time that calls for widespread inner

We, the peop|e of America, having liberated ourwakEfulness, prayer and meditation. Dwelllng onthe
political and economic life, now are impelled to lib- imminent new millenium at the end of a century that
erate the spirit. At the threshold of a new millen-has ingeniously surpassed many boundaries yet been
nium, we stand at a crucial point in human developeigned by deadly catastrophes, Rev. Gisela Wielki
ment. Our greatest threats are not from external pdiueried what yet might be humanly attained before
litical and military powers but from the erosion of the twentieth century is finally tallied and weighed.
moral vision from within. Despite the massive number of youthful war casual-

We testify that every truly free human being is ti€s, among others, the unprecedented numbers on
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earth point to the renewed spiritual light. If the split-ancient call, "Know Thyself." Biography is the mod-
ting of the atom, Rev. Wielki expounded, representsrn sequel to portraiture. But the search for unity
the frightening disintegration that people today feellargely has been wrenched. Sevenfold cycles are now
prone to, unlike the self that for centures past, expesix - observe the onset of puberty in twelve-year olds.
rienced matter as a self-gathering, the caring eye for Rev. Oltmann pointed out that the circumstances
oneself and the other can become the restoration @ff everyone's life can wrench destiny awry. Yet each
community, the emerging periphery of the center. can behold a star of destiny; we must bear the wake-

Drawing on the diverse life experience of ful witness that the times demand. The illusion of
Franklin, Whitman, Mozart and C.S. Lewis, Rev. the modern eye is the mirror image except for the
Richard Dancey accentuated each man's awarenessflected self recognized in another's loving eye.
of death that enhanced and intensified his life undeParsifal, deprived and innocent, yet ultimately at fault
way. Life and death are sacramentally polar, so awakand responsible, epitomizes our stage. Our privilege
ening closeness to the threshold enlarges understand-to understand Christ's beckoning countenance.
ing and possibility. Rev. Dancey likened thresholds =~ Those who attended this conference could feel
of a day, in the light of prayerful momentary atten-gratified by and grateful for this gathering of com-
tiveness to a life's spanning. Yet death, too, is thenunity that transpired.

spirit of modern mechanomorphic culture that is over- Michael Vode
whelming the planet. But the sober, long suffering New York City
endeavor of prayer through Christ can turn earth to
the good.

Rev. Erk Ludwig addressed the reality of our THE FIRST NORTH AMERICAN

time's proximity to existence before life and after CONFERENCE FOR BOARD MEMBERS OF
death. Yet the approach thereto requires steeped THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY AND
preparation. One ready to incarnate desires earthlyFIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
weight, whereas the purgative journey after death THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CEN-
culminates in witnessing the exalted, unfolding, Di- TRAL FUND OF THE CHRISTIAN
vine Human Being. Such witness orients one forthe COMMUNITY IN NORTH AMERICA.
lifetime to come, its rightful whereabouts. The indi-
vidual experiences in all humility the hierarchical Held at The Christian Community in Chicago, Sep-
presence that will continue to guide. As the openlytember 12 and September 13, 1997.
loving child has descended from the heavenly sphere
of the will, so adult love wrested echoes this will's An important step for the Movement for Reli-
domain. Creative love that brings newness, Revgious Renewal took place in Chicago this past Sep-
Ludwig emphasized, on earth is the providence onlyember. In this 49th year since the founding of The
of human beings. The threatened, child-bearingChristian Community in America, each of the North
woman of the Apocalypse underscores the need fohmerican communities can now participate fully in
courageous reverence that attends freedom. the affairs of the Central Fund, a fund which all com-
Guest speaker, Rev. Mechtild Oltmann, frommunities support - and which supports all the com-
Berlin (whose presentation in German was complemunities as well. Board members from all the North
mented by Rev. Ludwig's translation), inquired into American Communities were invited to attend the
the Apocalyptic tenor of the world we know. conference as representatives of the whole movement.
Revelation's fallen-to-the-earth third of the firmament ~ Wecame together in the new church in Chicago,
signals the current reign of human will freed. Por-which is being carefully renovated to meet The Chris-
traits from the Revaissance devolve on faces searctian Community’s needs. During our opening meet-
ing for identity, individuals now responsive to the ing, we were first welcomed by Rev. Robert Patterson,
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Lenker, and Rachel Flug, who is the president of theerpetuating body. The bylaws provide for the elec-
Central Fund. A short description of the history oftion of two or three of the Central Fund Trustees each
The Christian Community in North America was year by the member congregations. (For a full pic-
given - with reference to the way the financial needgure of the new legal form and a listing of the Board
were approached in the past. We were also asked mnembers, please see the comprehensive article by
introduce ourselves to the group, and then expredSietlind Kionke-Thoemmes, which will be published
our hopes for the conference. It took a while for ev-by the San Francisco Community.)

eryone to have their say, but we were able to close Following the AGM (and a half hour break) we
the day together without it becoming very late. reconvened for a meeting during which we looked to

The next morning, following The Act of Conse- the future and shared ideas about how we might ac-
cration of Man, everyone contributed a picture of thecomplish some of our aims. We could have contin-
life of their Community, identifying struggles we all ued for much longer.
have in common and those unique to our own center. The Conference closed later that evening with a
Care was taken to also bring to consciousness thoshared Close of Day, which was preceded by a de-
elements in our centers which are our strengths. Hawightful concert kindly presented by members of the
ing formed a picture of the life of The Christian Com- Chicago Community.
munity in North America, we were ready to look at I would like to close this report by expressing
the history and tasks of the Central Fund. This tookhe thanks of all those who came from far and near to
place in the next meeting, with Robert Patterson asveryone who worked so hard to make this confer-
opening speaker. Rev. Erk Ludwig and Rev. Sanforeénce a success. The Trustees of the Central Fund had
Miller then described how the Trustees of the Cenfully prepared the content of the meetings, the hous-
tral Fund work together. Jennifer Crebbin (who ising of the delegates was well organized, and the meals
the Secretary of the Board) then spoke about the rexnd refreshments gave us pleasure as well as nour-
lationship to the Centers, Reinhard Rosch (Treasurei3hment.
gave a financial report, and Rachel Flug (President) Robin Mitchell
spoke about the Trustees picture of the next five years. Denver
A question and answer session completed this ses-
sion, which had examined the needs of the movel |[NMA '99
ment. After a thirty minute break, we were ready for
the official Annual General Meeting. )

This (first) Annual General Meeting was more Along way to go until then. .Who can tell what
than a simple following of legal requirements, itgavec_h"’lmg,es will h.ave come about in our C't_y by then?
a new form to the way all the centers of the ChristiaH"m,a is changing day by day, an.d the dn‘ferenpe IS
Community in North America will work with the notlcgable. The once beautiful C|ty - garden city of
Central Fund. During the meeting the election ofAme”C""' had turneq,throygh neghgeqce anq abuse,
members of the Board of Trustees of the Central Funi"® & dump! twas f'lth,y , Stinky, and falling to pieces.
took place (with priest and lay people serving to-NOW’ everyday one finds a renovated balcony, a

gether) and the new legal form was described anaajnted house, plants, b.eautiful patrol'led paths, en-
approved. From a local, lllinois based “not-for-profit” ticing corners. What the interest and will to do some-

corporation, the Central Fund was transformed int&hlng can do is amazing! .

a “membership corporation” and its members are the It was a challenge to the mayor and he took 't.'
various communities. Each congregation of ThequomS' pamtbrushfeg, hoes, spades, hammers, nails,
Christian Community in North America designated caring T‘a”‘_’sx creativity are doing the miracle. The
by the Lenker is eligible to become a member. TheSpth IS ansing outof the ashgs. Now people golfor
Central Fund Board of Trustees is no longer a self? walk to Lima on a Sunday, investors start setting
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up business and everyone discovers each time sométh his wife in a remote cabin along the Mississagi,
new wonder to be happy about. he had a “conversion experience” brought about
Of course Machu Pichu is fascinating - but thatlargely through his relationship with a beaver kit. His
is Peru’s past. What a little love and care is doing tdransformation led him to become Canada’s first out-
Lima reaches far into the future as a force of resurspoken and world-renowned activist on behalf of
rection and hope. aboriginal peoples and conservation. His biography
Come and see for yourself and bring your warmis a riveting and mystifying story of the emergence
interest and help it revive. We will be more thanof a man’s inner ideals striving to shine out through
happy to show you around. a destiny plagued by 4 broken marriages, alcohol-
See you in July 99! ism, the continual conflicts brought about by his at-
tempts to reconcile his British and Ojibway “selves,”
Emilia Hosmann and his contradictory passions for both the isolation
Lima, Peru of the bush and the need to proclaim his message of
respect for its peoples and creatures in the limelight
(You will only reach Paul Corman in Lima by phone of great cities.
or fax when using the right number: 011-51-1- During the 20’s and 30’s, Belaney lectured
442.9703 (phone/Fax). Our apologies for omittingthroughout Britain, Canada and the U.S.A., donning
the area code in our last issue.) full Ojibway dress, a well-practiced scowl and the
name Grey Owl. He was continually afraid that he
would be “found out” and wrongly judged to be a
fraud, and yet the fire of his ideals and sense of mis-
HEIMDALL BY CANOE, 1997 - sion revealed a core of inner certainty. He had no use
GREY OWL'S RIVER for organized religion, yet his devotion to the human
being’s dignity beyond ethnicity and to the need to
The Mississagi River flows over the p|nk Cana- reSpeCt the earth and her creatures, makes him an im-
dian Shield granites in the remote forests northwesportant Michaelic warrior in our century. (Read: Grey
of Sudbury, Ontario, and then empties into LakeOWl, the Mystery of Archie Belaney by A.G. Ruffo,
Huron. It took 11 bus-hours from Toronto to reachCoteau Books, Regina. 1997.)
the access point. Much of the drive was over rugged ~ After 2 days of mostly lake-paddling we came
logging roads. We were 22 teen-agers and 8 adult§p Grey Owl's log cabin at the mouth of the river
and were organized into 3 groups of 10 (4 canoes pdloper. As one stood there gazing out at the island
group) for the journey downriver. Most of us live studded lake Spreading to the south and east, the river
within 3 hours of Toronto, but 4 came from the flowing west, the cumulus clouds sailing above, and
Kimberton, PA area; others were from Vancouverthe shafts of sunlight flooding the entire scene, as
Island, Florida, and New York. This 11-day canoeone felt what livedn these impressions, one knew
trip offered the greatest diversity in experience of anythis to be a sacred place. In this humble cabin in the
of our trips so far. We encountered small and hugéniddle of nowhere, yet obviously “somewhere,”
lakes, difficult and easy whitewater, majestic water-2midst beaver, loon and moose, a struggling soul
falls and marshes, and many portages, including Became a vessel for ideals which were just begin-
long ones (ca. 1 km each). ning to descend to the earth, and which today are
This was the beloved terrain of Archie Belaney,acknowledged and championed throughout the world.
an Englishman who left his suburban upbringing, to The spirit-wind blows according to its purposes, and
settle in the bush of Ontario in the early 1900’s. Heyou hear its sound, yet its origin and destination are
was “adopted” by an Ojibway family, was given the Shrouded in mystery” (John 3:8).
name Grey Owl, and became a trapper. While living ~ As the trip organizer, | always carry anxiety over
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safety. Whitewater is the greatest concern. Withoubpening at the bottom, put the canoe on your shoul-
some degree of risk, of course, the challenges woulders and carry it,” and walked away. | wasn't vindi-
be meaningless. But the greatest challenge for a grougated until the end of the trip when we learned that
leader is be able to discern that line when risk slipshe other two groups made the same decision.
into foolhardiness. The teen-agers, particularly boys,  There’s a special enjoyment that comes when
naturally have the line placed much farther towardsomeone with less experience, and who may have
the latter. Upon arriving at the head of a rapid, thevalked while others shot certain rapids, takes the first
standard procedure, except in cases where the runpgunge into testing what they have been taught, and
fully visible ahead and obviously easy, is to pull does things successfully. The resultant smile is one
ashore and scout from the shore boulders. The hopx the events making these trips worthwhile. Towards
is always that there will be a passageway which cathe end of the trip we came to a bridge where an eld-
be navigated with the skills we have, that the wateerly couple were picnicking. There were some hefty
level is neither too low nor too high, that there won't rapids there, and we got out to scout. The man said
be any steep drops, that standing waves are not tdd’ain’t no one ever gone throughem!” We saw a
formidable, or that there are no “strainers” (fallenclear way through, however, and shot them with no
trees) which could filter the paddlers from their ca-problem with our less experienced paddlers handling
noes. A decision not to shoot a set of rapids then rehings, as the couple watched. Ho-hum.
quires shooting the rapids of disappointment and of- My state of worry is undoubtedly healthy for a
ten confrontation with those whose adrenaline wagroup leader. | remember the moment, however, when
already set a-pumping in anticipation of an exhila-my anxiety passed, and from then on was able to re-
rating test. Furthermore, rapids not run would havdax somewhat. This occurred when we passed through
to be Yuk!, portaged, or at best lined (guiding thethe place known as Hellgate Falls. The name itself
canoes with ropes). filled me with dread! Why was it named as it was?
This year one group experienced a capsize reWell, we did not miss the portage, which was a long
sulting in a canoe getting pinned by the water’s forcdrek around a series of raging falls and chutes. We
against a boulder. The group had to learn about wazamped above them, and slept bathed in the roar of
ter-flow and the use of rope-aided leverage to graduthe plunging river. The main fall was awesome in its
ally pry the canoe loose, which thankfully was ac-power, and to stand above such a fall in the midst of
complished. At another rapid a strainer had to behe wilderness is breathtaking.
sawed away in order to free the passage, and at an- An Ontario river like this is paradise for the fish-
other, we began the descent, only to have to turn uggrman. We ate Northern Pike galore, some being over
stream to find a portage around impassable strainetsfeet long. The preferred mode of dining was to first
and a “rock garden.” This was the price paid for in-behead and clean the fish, fry it in well-garliced ol-
sufficient scouting. At one particularly complex setive oil, and then to have the entire group simply pick
of rapids, we all examindtiings carefully a number at it, with fingers or forks, out of the fry-pan. Gen-
of times, first decided to portage the gear and shodeel manners fade into meaninglessness, but thank-
the rapids with empty canoes, then decided to porful appreciation takes on new meaning. Fishing tackle
tage the canoes also except for one which would bbkad to be kept to the essentials: nets were not allowed.
shot through by two eager, moreover excellent, padMy canvas hat took hold of a number of pike, thereby
dlers. | scouted one more time, this time going to thévecoming coated in fish-slime which these fish pro-
very bottom of the rapid and looked upstream. Wherduce copiously. But even on a trip like this | scrubbed
my heart began migrating up into my throat, | changedny hat carefully before placing it back on my head.
my mind and ran back over the portage to be sure I'dhereare limits!
intercept the adrenaline flow that was already under-  We had a powerful experience encountering an
way above. | simply said, “No way, there’s no safeOsprey. As this huge raptor soared from its perch one
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could feel the entire locale permeated lograscious- rest was needed, because soon we would have to deal
nessinto which we were invading. There was a kind with the grueling portage around Aubrey Falls. Thor-
of supersensible battle. Trespass! One felt somehoaughly “bushed,” we spent 2 days camping on a pure
uneasy, could one sayuilty? As though one had sand deposit, swimming, making sand castles, light-
violated the flaming swords at the gates of Paradiseihg sparklers, reading, playing cards, fishing, eating,
In this way the Osprey became a link to Grey Owl'sexploring, spying a moose, and in general doing noth-
love at the center of his madness. Thesehahg  ing at all.
spaces. The 1998 trip has not yet been set into motion. It
On the day before our scheduled rendezvous fois possible that there will be a beginner’s trip for
The Act of Consecration of Man, | was scanning theyounger, inexperienced children who would like to
shoreline for a possible chapel-site. Suddenly | savget started (6th grade and up), as well as another dif-
two huge boulders approximating a cube and a sphefeult trip for seasoned people. Any children, youth
and knew immediately that was the place. We themnd adults who might be interested could already
checked out the site finding a little amphitheater ofcontact me (Rev.P.Skaller, 91 Centre Street West,
granite outcroppings, and a great, lichen-covered walRichmond Hill, Ontario L4C 3P6, Canada), although
facing east. Perfect! We set up camp across the riveto comittments can be made yet. | am particularly
and the next morning the server (Ricardo Toledo) antboking for staff (18+ years old). Probable dates
I met early to set things up, only to find that cloudswould be late-July to early-August.

and wind were gathering ominously. Now the cube- Peter Skaller
shaped boulder was tilted as it rested on the side of Taront
the spherical one, and this created a cave-like opelh- PERSPECTIVES

ing underneath. We cleaned out the debris, exposing Receiving a letter in the mail is one of life's smdll
rock ledges which were perfect for sitting. One| joys..."Who has had me in mind?”, "What news will it bringp"
couldn't stand in this space, so we built the altar, ag " Chicago, our creaky mail-slot has been clanging steafily
. . as requests for "Perspectives” subscriptions come to ug for
always, out of stacked equipment boxes, Just beyon:i the first time..."Where does this person come from?", "Is |t a
the cave’s roof, and draped a large tarp from the bou|- new subscriber?" Each envelope confirms that there is]in-
ders out over the altar and held it up with guy lines| deed aninterestin an English language journal of The Ctyris-
For the Communion line, people would have to comg tan Community. Soon the Advent/Christmas issue will pe
| arriving in many new and "renewed" homes. It will be|a
out of the cave and stand around the altar. The ca- vehicle for us to share our insights and struggles as Chris-
noes from all the groups, which were camped over f tians standing in today's world. If we read it!
two km. stretch of the river, arrived on time, and the Our British friends have generously allowed us to lower

chapel filled. When the rains did come, we were cozy ©Ur rates (@20 per year ($15 for gift subscriptions) We
. ’ will only be able to "survive" at this level if our readersh{p
in our catacomb.

expands. Our subscription rate to date is 53 issues to indi-
After the service we began the westward jour{ viduals and about 100 copies to congregations. So, if you
ney through Rocky Island Lake, a huge lake whichH are curious about this journal and would like a single cqpy
would require at least 2 days to paddle and possibly or ayear's subscription please contact us or your local Prlest.
. . . ' It is our turn to spread some joy. We guarantee a "letfer”
longer if the usual prevailing winds from the west every 3 months!
would be active. But Lo!, the winds were easterlies Suzanne Steinrueck
and although they brought bad weather we sang ih forthe Chi(_:ago congrega_tion's "Perspective Subscriptior]
the rain with the wind at our backs. At our next camp{ 2145 W. Wilson Ave., Chicago, IL 60625. (tel) (773) 98

site we rigged up driftwood masts with a tarp and thg 8558,
next morning zoomed over the lake with such €aSep|aase send contributions [due by February 15] to

that now and then people would drift asleep lying on 5, grunsvold. 2740 South Ogden, Englewood
the packs! The funny thing is, there was always this Colorad,o 80110 or by e-ma}I to '

silly little grin on the faces of those dozers. Well, the dbrunsvold@aol.com
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